BritisH NATION. 


Cretoay, Mach-8. 709. 


may not be amiG, I hope, after fo 

long an Intermiffion, toead this 
Volumg with ; and pray, what fay we now. 
to the great Affair of Peace,.a Thing af 
the World talks off, and which we have, 
Bleffed be GOD,. a nearer: View of, if our 
Eaemics are not infatuated from Heaven to 
their own Deftruétion, than ever. we had 


et? 
: Iconfefs,. the very, Word-has a Ciarm in 
it. O could it be general at home as well 
as. abroad, Péace within as well as Peace 
without, how happy fHiould ic be for chis 
Nation? Weare grown Old in War, #e 
have born the Burthen-fs long, and ftrug- 
gled with ianumerable Loffes; Pray GOD, 
the Surprize of Peace does us no Harm, 


O= Paper or Two of Politicks 


and that like Men long fantithed welt tc 
ger, we do not furfeit on the huftious ind. 
—Whiat fouriGing Trade, wits fron 
Manufa@tores; what Bacreafe 

would follow a Peace? —Thew ? 


mitke gocst all’ te: gree’ deta rreagies we 
yond our. whet we we) 
4 
Witad 1 of Bitod: wiht 


of Bftates, what. Defolation of Trade, what 
Rois of: Parmiliey, what of ont shteu- 
faGtores; has this tedious War proctr’d ia 


this Nation! —Methioks, when I of 
Peace, with Ome’ Profpet?’ of ite Being 
fear in View; it'louks like” like 


9 
_ the 


the late Deluflon of raifing a 


ea eo 8 4 
tan 


x 


. * 
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and the Review reads as if it were among. 
the Prophets———— But who knows ? The 
Reward of our Labours may be at hand, 
and Heaven may once more try us with 
this unlook’d for Bleffing, AMEN! And 
‘with it @ Temper of Peace to one another,atid 
we hall be the happieftand greateft Nation 
upon Barthe _ ‘ 

But after afl our Thicft of Peace, let me 
put in one Caution——We have Abundance 
of People fond of Peace, and long we have 
been crying out for it, and they would bave 
it upon any Terms 3 tofuch f muft put in 
a Word or two—= There are two Things 
we muft .have in our Peace, or'as much as 
we long for it, we had better be without it. 
—It muft be'-Firft Safe, Secondly Honours 
ables: thefe we muft have; thele .we may. 
have.. 


We have fo much Advanta 


Enemy, that we have no 
~ make it Dithonourable. 


a 


We have fo much Power in ous Hands, - 
that we muft be blind, if it be not — 


Safe. 


And yét I am not of the Opinion $f : 


fome Peopie, who think nothing canbe fj 


ina Peace, while the Kiag of France’ is wpe 


on the Throne; noram I of she Opinion, 
that we have quite beaten him to 


Bhanch———, But we have beaten him to a 


Condition not only to offer Peace, but to 
feek Peace, and to come over to Terms, 
which he. contemn’d fometime ago ; and no 
doubt but we may have a Peace that is Safe 
and Honourable. [ fhall explain the Terms 
inf my next. 


of Infolvents. 


Hile the Commlttee ‘is fitting at the 


Parliament, upon the unhappy Ar- 


ticle of Bankrupts and Infolvents, and the 
Fate of fo many thoufands of Families de- 
pends upon their Breath, I cannot’ but 
touch again upon that Point. 

I have-obferv’d a little the double Defi- 
ciency that has attended our general Pro- 
ceedings in this Cafe hitherto, and which, 
I muft confefs,, has in my Opinion brought 
fome Scandal upon our Natiog, as-if we 
either could noc or would not find a Me- 
-thod to. preferve the honeft, indigent Deb- 
tor, purely leaft the knavith, defigning 
Debtor fhould efcape our Hands; and un- 
‘der this Deficiency, Thoufands of wretched 
Families languifh at this Time, both in 
Prifon and out of Prifon. 

I call this a double Deficiency, becaufe 
we have feenit deficient two Ways. 


1. All the Laws to crufh the Baokrupt 
have been infufficient to preferve the 
Creditor. 

2. All.the Laws to relieve both, have 
been iafufficient to deliver the Debtor: 


Tenquit’é 2 little into Severities, aod 
nam’d the famous Cafe of Pitkin: J fhall 
return to it again, and perhaps in ftating 
that Cafe right to the World, more Scenes 


-of the Errors both of Debtorand Creditor 


may be prefented to the World than in 


any other—But I muft fpeak a little to - 


the Deficiency of the Aéts in Favour of the 
pes, and they will appear in feverai 
afes. 


The laft Aat,.1 mention’a, was that of 


two Thirds ia Number and Value, aod-I 


gave you fome Reafons for rhe Defatt of ir; 
and the Frauds committed on both fides 
werefuch, that neither would the Judges 
proceed co difcharge Men-upon it, nor 
would the Law ftand by the Difcharge when 
it was done ; fo that the Creditor proceed. 
ed againft the Debtor, after he was dif. 
charg’d——— The Debtor trick’d the Cre. 
ditor in the procuring Subferiptions, no 
fufficient Proof of Debt being appointed in 
the A& ; and the Creditor trick’d the 


Debtor. in his expe&ted Deliverance, no 


Form of Dilcharge being ftated, upon 
Which he might depend for bis Liters . 
and. 


‘oe | 


and the Confe 
- fooner was that a& put {a Execu 


Soe Se 
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no fooner was it repeal’d, “bat the 
were filled with Debtors difcharg’d by that 
A&; nay, our Judges turn’d over Men to 
the Prifons with their own’ Difcharges in 
their Hands. 
eee 
ed that A@, rather roy dit, I 
think, it was thé beft Grown Plot for ¢ 
fair and equal Difcharge of the Debtor, 
Security of the Creditor, that could. have 
been contriy’d— But the Creditors of 
this Age have always béed Very Joth eo 
fatisfié themfelves With anty thirig but bléwe 
io: ae Foundations, and-have thereby 
teftify’d, that it is not a good Law they (eek 
to ftand between Debtor aad Creditor, to 
referve one and fecure tothe¢———— But 
tis the having no Law is their Defire, that 
Debtors may be the worft Sort of Prifoners. 
at Diferetion———— “And may’ be oblig’a 
not to yield to Mercy, but to yield. where’ 
they areaffur’d, they fhail find nd Mercy. : 
Tam content to let the above-nam’d' 
Cale of Pitkin fand as a Rule for this. 


the Creditot fued to have it repeal’d'$ aud 


And let us {ee the Effedts 5 the Creditors of 
Pitkin have, it feems, a Man at their Mercy 


—And let us fee how they will ufe him 3 if 
they fhow him any Mercy, thea it will be 
ao Argument to encourage Debtors top 
themfelves into theit Cre itor$ Hanidsy but 
Yam miftaken, in what I heat has been 
threatned, jf that anhappy Perfon fiads any 
Compahh 
in bis Blood 5 bus.of thas hereafter. 
_ ‘The next Atcempt for Relief of Prifoners 
and Infolyents was an A& ofthe 1. and.2, of 
her prefent Majefty, which had a Clanfe in 
it that earry’d it thro’ the Houfe of Commons 
too brifkly to have the Creditors Clamour 
oppoleit, and that was a fuppofed Recruit 
ing the Army—;——Bvery Prifoner, that 
et (wear himfelf not to have 5}. lefé in 
the World co pay his Debts, and attwafly 
entred or lifted himfelf a Soldier in the 
QUEEN’s Army, of furnifh’d a Man in bis 
Reom, wartobedifcharg’d = 

"This A& had two Misfortunes in it alfo, 
which wholly difappointed che Deflgn both 
Ways, and made it doubly ufelefs. 
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ion with them, but what will end. 


<= 
OR ® tat) 


, thelongefi way, 

a. Be thi met a) fr this AO Had 
_by the Subtilty’ and Myndgement 
Ceti peel Cline her air 
lockt the Prifon-Doofs upon the main 
Body of Infotvents, and left them as 
miferable and as hopelefs as it found 
them, Piz. That it was ps tr} to 2 
Sum, / think is, was, the Sum of one 
ae deed Pound Debé:'to ‘any fingte 

Ck . 


_ Weare now come to the Equivalent for- 
this Bounty, a Mafter-piece of Battarity id 
fie Contrivers, bow merciful foever st might 

¢ ingrbe Ena@ors 3 the Creditor, to make 
himfelf Amends for this Mercy, and doakle 
the Weight on thofe that rematn’d, for the 
Sake of thofe that efcap’d, contriv’d the 
Dead-Warrant Projeét, as 1 call it, a Thing, 
which, if is were not enaGed into a Law, L 
would fay, was an Affront to the very: 
Life and Nature of Joftice, an Infult upon 
the Laws of GOD, anda Scandal upon Na- 
tional Humanity, putting it ia the Power 
of the enrag’d cruel Creditor to be the 
Executioner of his own Revenge, a Thing 


the exprefs Word of GOD ia my Opinion 


condemns -And giving up the Blood: 
of the Debtor * the saenirgly his Crew 
ditor; maay of whom make it ap - 
they. will be fatisfy’d with nothin Ie. 

But fince this is enaétéd and ‘made a 
Law, fince it has the San@ion of LEGAL. 
put apon it—As 4 Law I foall fay Hele 10 is, 
it muft be fabmitted to—Only this relating 
to my felf, J hope, 1 may be at pect alan} 


» * 


re ous the Warrant; if were the 
ditars} reuld chink my Ghildres fhould 
alacome to dis ip Goals if I purl dig; iff 
were the Debtor, I fhould thisk it my Duty 
‘adhe 4f. 1 hap 
Apes ve > | defend m 
folf, 1 Deen reckon te felf-as, much mur- 
ther’d, 94 any 
‘Borme of Law. 
If any Man afk me, 
propote a Medinw be! 


‘to punith the fra de 
‘thinate. t—+——I anfwer, I believe 
d tittewmenn VE Tamaik'd why Ido not, J 
aafwer, The Committee has Power to 
‘fend for Perfong* and Papers, I knqw m 
Diftance, ' it is not my Bufinefs to dire 
Parliaments ; if 1am commanded, I fhall 
do my beft to ferve homeft M&a, and ex- 
‘plode Knaves.- 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


TT HE Proprietors of fuch Orders on 
&. the: Boge of the 
Oihice, Ordnance, and of the Clothiers 
end Ina-keepers that clothed and quarter’d 
the Army rais‘d and disbanded by 
Parliament in 77, and79- Whe in Con- 
jumétion with feveral Creditors of King 
Chatles and King Fames have uoied their 
Jotereft, in order. to petition for Relief, 
ate defir’d to meet at their yfual Place by 
Whe PardiawenteStairs ia Old Palace Yard, 
tris prefent Tuefday being, the 8tb Inftant, 
‘Ten of the Clock: in the Ferenoon, to 
conflilt ‘Of proper Methods far Proceeding: 


Sentors in Scotland. — 


Navg, Vidtualling- . 


A& of | 


Dexterity and Succef. 


Examia 
Magiftraces of Edin 
the Gavernment of 
their Proceedings agaiaft 


An Advertifement of CHARITY, 
¥_ $x WILLIAM READ Her Mijefly’s 
ORCULIST, Who has by the Bieding 


ef long Continuance, but efpeciail 
Rindach, Dine of Sight, Cateratis “and 


fhall continue in Town at his Houle 
in Durbeard in the Strend, where all 
the Afflicted in the aforefaid Cafes may ap- 
ply fe Bim. | 
coptinues to give his Advice and 
Affiftance to. the Poor Gratis, efpecially te 
{uch Seamen and Soldiers as have receiv'd 
any, Iojpry to their Sight in the Service of 
their Coygtry whom be has always affifted 
ever fiace the Beginning of King Willizm’s 
Reigo,to whom he wasallo {worn Qcoulift ; 
He has curd greatNumbers of them in meer 
Charity, whe muft otherwile. have been 
ufelefs to-themfelves, and chargeable to 
the Goverpment, and refolves fill to con- 
tinue his Charity to them as freely as ever 
Sach as fend to his‘Houfe may alfo have 
at reafonable Rates his reftorativeMcdicines 
for the Byes. yen — Suffufions or 
arasts in their Beginnio 
wad preane theSight’ ene 


Alf the Lady READ at: long Ex 
ice arriv’d to 


- rience and very facceGful P 


an extraordinary Skill in Couching Cata- 


raéts, which fhe performs with great 


MDCCIX. 


